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Slovakia has relatively high proportion of national minorities in its total population, also as to the level ofr their diversity and number of varieties. Altogether, there are 10 national minorities which constitute about 15 % of all citizens. According to the 2001 Census, the largest one is the Hungarian minority (9,7 %), followed by the Roma minority (1,7 %). In reality, the percentage of Roma people is expected to be as high as 10 % of the population. The Czech (0,8 %) and other minorities have a representation below 1 %: the Ruthenians (0,4 %), Ukrainian (0,2 %), German (0,1 %), Polish, Moravian, Croatian, Russian, Bulgarian and Jewish.

The mixture of languages roughly corresponds to the ethnic composition of the country. The official language of the Slovak Republic is the Slovak, which was first officially codified in 1843. 

Since 1998 legal basis for the national minority issues has been formed. The main platform for the minority policy from 1998 was the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and joining the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages by the Slovak Republic in 2001. Language rights of minorities are defined also by the Act on the use of languages of national minorities from July 1999 and other legislation (e.g. on name and surname, on names of communities, court order etc.). After 1998 the institutional framework was strengthened for the issues of national minorities and ethnic relationships. At the highest level of the supreme legislative body, the National Council of the Slovak Rebublic had the Committee for Human Rights and National Minorities, which was renamed after the 2002 Election to the Committee for Human Rights, Nationalities and Position of Women. At the executive area, the post for the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development was established. At the Government Office of the Slovak Republic a new Department for Minority Development of the Section for Human Rights, Nationalities and Regional Development. In 1999 the Government issued a Resolution no. 292/1999 to establish the Governmental Council for national minorities and ethnic groups, which serves as an advisory, initiative and coordination body of the Government for the area of the state nationality policy. The national minority issues are dealt with also under several Ministries, that have established designated organisational units for these affairs. An insttitutional reinforcement for protecting the minority rights came also in form of establishing the institute of public rights defendant – the ombudsman.   The State exerts efforts to preserve the identity, mother tongue and culture of the members of minorities at several lebels: by creation of a special subsystem of education of youth; by realisation of cultural activities; publishing periodical and non-periodical press; by the activity of cultural organisations (theaters, museums, professional groups).

The survey of cultural websites

For purposes of the survey of multilingual cultural websites, the results from a 2003 survey conducted by the Department of Information technology at the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic were submitted. That survey alco included questions regarding multilingual versions of websites.

	Cultural Websites of organisations
under the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic

	Institution
	URL(s)
	Language versions

	Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic
	www.culture.gov.sk
www.ccp.sk
	Slk,Eng

	 

 

Film and theatre

	Slovak Film Institute, Bratislava
	www.sfu.sk
www.sfd.sfu.sk 
	Slk

	Theatre Institute, Bratislava
	www.theatre.sk
	Slk, Eng

	Slovak National Theatre, Bratislava
	www.snd.sk
	Slk,Eng,Ger

	State Theatre, Košice
	www.sdke.box.sk
	Slk

	Nová Scéna Theatre, Bratislava
	www.nova-scena.sk
	Slk

	Music

	Music Centre, Bratislava
	www.hc.sk
www.slovkoncert.sk
	Slk,Eng

	Slovak Philharmonic, Bratislava
	www.filharmonia.sk
	Slk,Eng,Ger

	Slovak State Philharmonic, Košice
	www.sfk.sk
	Slk,Eng

	Slovak Sinfonietta, Žilina
	www.slovaksinfonietta.sk
	Slk,Eng,Ger

	State Opera, Banská Bystrica
	www.stateopera.sk
	Slk,Eng,Ger

	 

 

Dance and folklore

	Lúčnica, Bratislava
	www.lucnica.sk
	Slk,Eng

	SĽUK, Bratislava
	www.sluk.sk
	Slk,Eng,Ger

	Ifju Szivek Hungarian Dance Group, Bratislava
	www.ifjuszivek.sk
	Slk,Eng,M

	 

 

Galleries etc.

	Slovak National Gallery, Bratislava
	www.sng.sk
	Slk,Eng

	State Gallery, Banská Bystrica
	www.isternet.sk/sgbb
	Slk,Eng

	Bibiana  - International House of Art for Children, Bratislava, 
	www.bibiana.sk
	Slk,Eng

	Slovak Design Centre, Bratislava
	www.sdc.sk
	Slk,Eng

	ÚĽUV, Bratislava (institute for crafts and folk arts)
	www.uluv.sk
	Slk, Eng

	 

 

Museums and monuments

	Slovak National Museum, Bratislava
	www.snm.sk 

www.cemuz.sk
	Slk

	Slovak Technical Museum, Košice
	www.stm-ke.sk
	Slk,Eng

	Museum of the Slovak National Uprising, Banská Bystrica
	www.muzeumsnp.sk
	Slk,Eng,Ger

	Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic, Bratislava
	www.pamiatky.sk
www.heritage.sk
	Slk, Eng

	 
 

Libraries

	Slovak National Library, Martin
	www.snk.sk; www.viks.sk 

www.memoria.sk 

www.kis3g.sk
	Slk, partly Eng

Slk

Slk, Eng

Slk, Eng

	University Library, Bratislava
	www.ulib.sk
	Slk

	State Scientific Library, Banská Bystrica
	www.svkbb.sk
	Slk,Eng

	State Scientific Library, Košice
	www.svkk.sk
	Slk

	State Scientific Library, Prešov
	www.svkpo.sk
	Slk

	Slovak Library of Matej Hrebenda for visually handicapped, Levoča
	www.skn.sk
	Slk,Eng,Ger

	 

 

Other

	House of Slovaks living abroad, Bratislava
	www.dzs.sk
	Slk

	National Centre for Culture and Education, Bratislava
	www.nocka.sk
	Slk

	Centre for Information on Literature, Bratislava
	www.litcentrum.sk
www.kniznarevue.sk
www.capalest.sk
	Slk,Eng,Ger,Fre,Rus

	Slovak Central Observatory, Hurbanovo
	www.suh.sk
	Slk

	Institute for State-Church Relations, Bratislava
	www.duch.sk
	Slk,Ger,Eng,Fre

	Source: www.mksr.sk/informatika


The table above shows all large organization that have a website. According to another survey of the Ministry (2003) seeking to find out the use of ICT in libraries, all major libraries (academic, research, national) have their website, in case of smaller public libraries it is only 25 % of libraries,  

At present there are no multilingual thesauri in use on the Web by any Slovak cultural institutions. For this issue it is relevant to mention only that the library sector uses extensively the Universal Decimal Clasiification and monolingual subject headings. The support for MARC 21 enables to use any kind of controlled vocabulary or thesaurus in the future. The museums and galleries use their own monolingual lists of descriptors.

