Country Report on multilingual issues

Latvia
1. Introduction of the multilingual diversity

The Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia compiles statistical information about the Republic of Latvia. There are 2,319,203 people in Latvia in 2004, according to the 2004 Year book. Resident population by ethnicity: 

	Ethnicity
	Population
2004
	Percent distribution
2004

	Latvians
	1359582
	58,6

	Russians
	668887
	28,8

	Belarussians
	89984
	3,9

	Ukrainians
	59860
	2,6

	Poles
	57227
	2,5

	Lithuanians
	32045
	1,4

	Jews
	9930
	0,4

	Roma
	8420
	0,4

	Germans
	3704
	0,2

	Estonians
	2554
	0,1

	Other ethnicities
	27010
	1,1


Of course, not all of the people of foreign descent are interested in their culture and traditions, speak their ancestors' language or participate in the social life of their community. Actually, the total number of national minorities is not particularly large in Latvia, and each minority group (except Russians) is relatively small. The biggest and most active communities in Latvia are Russians, Poles, Lithuanians, Jews and Roma. People of foreign descent mainly (69.2%) live in the seven major cities of Latvia: Riga, Daugavpils, Jelgava, Jurmala, Liepaja, Ventspils and Rezekne. 

62% of Latvia's residents recognise Latvian as their native language. 

As in many other countries there are both types of minorities in Latvia – historical, traditional minority and imigrant minority; 16% of all minorities are historical, but 27% are imigrants.

According the legislation (from 1989) the official language of the Republic of Latvia is the Latvian language only.

2. Evaluation of the participation in the survey 

Survey is made by studying websites via internet.

The cultural institutions were mainly grouped in four categories: libraries, archives, museums, other institutions. 

Museums

There are 125 State and Local authority museums in Latvia in 2004 (including 21 branch-museums). 

	      State museums 
	36

	In the jurisdiction of Ministry of Culture
	25

	In the jurisdiction of other Ministries
	11

	Local Authority museums 
	89

	Accreditated Private museums
	  7


Archives

The archives of Latvia are successfully developing as a joint system up till now. Today the system consists of: 
Latvia State Historical Archive, 
State Archive of Latvia, 
Latvia State Archive of Audio-visual Documents, 
State Archive of Personnel Files, 
11 Regional State Archives; 
the Archival Inspection, 
the Conservation Laboratory, 
the Archival Training Centre with Library. 
All the work is carried out under the guidance and supervision of the Directorate General of Latvia State Archives.
Libraries

There are 2119 libaries in Latvia in 2003. Contemporary Latvian library system consists of: 
• Latvian National Library;
• Latvian Academic Library;
• 892 public libraries; 
• 55 special libraries; 
• 32 libraries belonging to an institution of higher education;
• 1017 libraries belonging to schools providing general education and 121 library belonging to professional education institutions.
3. Multilingual cultural websites

Museums

Portal of museums (www.muzeji.lv) provide short information about 134 museums and branch-museums in three languages Latvian, English, Russian. 

19 of all museums have their own websites, that is 15%. 

	Amount of websites
	Languages
	%

	5
	LV
	26

	1
	EN
	6

	10
	LV, EN
	52

	3
	LV, EN, RU
	16


In accordance to survey most of the museums websites are multilingual, that is 68%; 3 websites provide information in three languages – Latvian, English and Russian (16% of all evaluated sites), 10 websites are bilingual providing content in Latvian and English (16% of all evaluated sites).
6 museum websites are monolingual, that is 32%; 5 of them are available in Latvian (26%), 1 is only in English (6%) .


Archives

Portal of archives (www.arhivi.lv) provide information about archive system in three languages Latvian, English, Russian. 

Libraries

Library websites were divided into two groups and evaluated separately, because they have very different user profiles.  One group - Academic Libraries  and Education Institution Libraries, other group - Public libraries.

Websites of Academic Libraries  and Education Institution Libraries (total amount 30 websites): 

	Amount of websites
	Languages
	%

	12
	LV
	40

	2
	EN
	7

	12
	LV, EN
	40

	3
	LV, RU
	10

	1
	LV, EN, RU
	3


In accordance to survey nearly a half of these library websites are monolingual, and a half are multilingual.  Monolingual are 14 or 47% of all websites; 12 or 40% are available in Latvian, 2 or 7% are in English. 15 or 50% of all websites can be characterized as bilingual sites; 12 or 40% of all websites provide information in Latvian and English, 3 or 10% of all websites provide information in Latvian and Russian. Only 1 website or 3% provide information in three languages Latvian, English and Russian.

Websites of  the Public libraries (total amount 18 websites):

	Amount of websites
	Languages
	%

	15
	LV
	83

	3
	LV, EN
	17


The majority of  Public library websites are monolingual 15 or 83%; 3 or 17% of Public library  websites can be characterized as bilingual sites; 12 or 40% provide information in Latvian and English. 

Other institutions

There are some other institutions that provide websites of cultural content.

Artificial Intelligence Laboratory (http://www.ailab.lv/ ), The Latvian Institute (http://www.li.lv/ ), Archives of Latvian Folklore (http://www.lfk.lv ). They provide culture content in two languages: Latvian and English.
Cabinet of folksongs (www.dainuskapis.lv)  provide Latvian songs Dainas in Latvian.

4. Multilingual thesauri in use

Museums use 

local developed classification only in Latvian and AAT (Art & Architecture Thesaurus) in English
Archives use 

thesaurus UKCAT only in English.

Libraries use 

UDC classification in English (starting translation in Latvian), 
MeSH in English and Latvian (partly translated), 
LCSH is used as the basis for developing partly adapted translation in Latvian,

AGROVOC in English

Laila Valdovska, system librarian
State agency „Culture Information Systems”
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