The report of the Czech Republic

The multilingual issues in the cultural domain of the country
Short introduction to the multilingual diversity of the Czech Republic
The number of the Czech Rep. (CZ) inhabitants is about 10 million.

Nationalities in the Czech Republic in 2001
Languages spoken in the Czech Republic

	Population in total

	10 230 060

	100%

			
	Czech

	9 249 777

	90,4


	Moravian

	380 474

	3,7


	Slovakian

	193 190

	1,9


	Polish

	51 968

	0,5


	German

	39 106

	0,4


	Ukrainian

	22 112

	0,2


	Vietnamese

	17 462

	0,2


	Hungarian

	14 672

	0,1


	Russian

	12 369

	0,1


	Romany/gypsy

	11 746

	0,1


	Silesian

	10 878

	0,1


	Bulgarian

	4 363

	0


	Grecian

	3 219

	0


	Serbian

	1 801

	0


	Croatian

	1 585

	0


	Romanian

	1 238

	0


	Albanian

	690

	0


	others

	39 477

	0,4


	U/I

	 172 827

	1,7



	


 94,1% citizens speak Czech.

According the Czech legislation the official language of the CZ is the Czech language only.

CZ Multilingual websites 

In the first survey round, 15 cultural institutions were choosen for the survey; the survey was dome by studying its WEB-sites via the Internet.  This way seemed to be the most suitable method for the receiving of valid results. The checked cultural institutions were grouped in 4 categories: museums, memorials, galleries and libraries. 

MUSEUMS





USED LANGUAGES

Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague 


CZ, EN
National Technical Museum in Prague 


CZ, EN

Technical Museum in Brno 



CZ

National 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.nzm.cz/" \t "_blank" Museum

 HYPERLINK "http://www.nzm.cz/" \t "_blank"  of Agriculture in Prague 

CZ, EN,  DE

The Moravian Museum




CZ, EN

Comenius Museum in Uherský Brod


CZ

Museum of Puppets in Chrudim



CZ, EN, DE, FR, NL, IT

Hussite Museum in Tábor 



CZ, EN, DE

Museum of Glass and Jewellery in Jablonec nad Nisou CZ

The Wallachian Open Air Museum in Rožnov 

CZ, DE, EN

MEMORIALS

Memorial Lidice 





CZ, EN, DE

Memorial Terezin





CZ, EN, DE

GALLERIES

National Gallery in Prague



CZ, EN

Moravian Gallery in Brno 



CZ, EN

LIBRARIES

       National Library of the Czech Republic 

CZ, EN

In the second round orf the survey, some accidentaly selected members (actually its WEB-sites) of the Association of the Museums and Galleries of the Czech Republic (AMG) were checked. The AMG has 856 official members. In Prague have its site 51 institutions,  26 of  them are museums, 25  are other cultural institutions  (galleries, memorials etc). Survey results in the category  „Prague museums“: monolingual websites  19.2%, bilingual websites  69.2 %, multilingual websites 11.6%. Available in English - 80.8 % 

Some other CZ museums  (random)
MUSEUMS






USED LANGUAGES

The City of Těšín Museum 



CZ


The Pharmaceutical Museum Kuks 


CZ


Regional Museum Česká Lípa 


CZ


City Museum Ústí nad Labem 


CZ


Regional Museum of Kroměříž 


CZ 


South Moravian Museum in Znojmo 

CZ, EN


The Museum of Moravian Slovakia 


CZ, EN


East Bohemian Museum in Pardubice 

CZ, EN


The Museum of Mlada Boleslav Region 

CZ, EN


The Museum of Romani (Gypsy) Culture

 CZ, EN


Sports Cars Museum Lány 



CZ, EN


Museum Podkrkonoší in Trutnov 


CZ, EN, DE


Museum of Historical Motorcycles and Bohemian 



Toys Museum Kašperské Hory 

CZ, EN, DE


Regional Historical and Geographical Museum  



in Šumperk 




CZ, EN, DE, PL


The Town Museum Nová Paka 


CZ, EN,DE 


Technical Museum in Kopřivnice 


CZ, EN, DE, FR, PL, RU

Survey results in the category  „non-Prague museums“: monolingual websites  33 %, bilingual websites  40 %, multilingual websites 27 %, available in English - 67 %. 

Portals

Museums

The most comprehensive portal of the Czech museums is Server muzeí a galerií ČR (Association of the Museums and Galleries of the Czech Republic (AMG); although its English version is currently in reconstruction. Information on museums and cultural heritage could be found the portal Startpage as well, but only in the Czech language, the same situation is on the Seznam web catalogue (Muzea). The Prague museums are described and listed on portal Prague - Heart of Europe, what is used very often by the abroad visitors of Prague and what has an English version.

Libraries

There are several library portals. List of the most comprhensive could be found on the home page of the  National Library of the Czech Republic (Uniform Information Gateway,  Conspectus, Memoria Project - Manuscriptorium, or Kramerius. All of them have an English version. The Czech libraries can be found also on   knihovny.cz. This portal will provide with information on the Czech libraries, their collections, information resources, services and 

how to access and use them.

Statistics of the survey  - comparison of findings
MINERVA Survey             
Available in English  86.7%       

Prague cultural institutions     
Available in English 80.8 %           
Other Czech museums and institutions
Available in English 67 % 

Multilingual thesauri used in the CZ

There was not found multilingual thesauri with cultural coverage among the checked institutions, what could be reached online. The relations between the terms are mostly done using the links or some other hypertext methods. Some of the checked institutions are going to use free text indexing, but most of them do not use any sophistical retrieval tools. The similar situation is with the online controlled vocabularies or e-glossaries.

LCSH

The alphabetical subject headings system, known as Library of Congress Subject Headings, or LCSH, was originally intended as a subject cataloguing tool for the Library's own use. It is now serving thousands of libraries around the world and has become the de facto standard for subject cataloguing and indexing. LCSH is the only subject headings list accepted as the worldwide standard. LCSH is the most comprehensive list of subject headings in the world. It provides an alphabetical list of all subject headings, cross-references and subdivisions in verified status in the LC subject authority file.

Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) is used currently in Czechia as a resource of English equivalents of subject terms, Czech translation does not exist. 

The UNESCO Thesaurus
The UNESCO Thesaurus - available also on CD-ROM - is a controlled and structured list of terms used in subject analysis and retrieval of documents and publications in the fields of education, culture, natural sciences, social and human sciences, communication and information. Continuously enriched and updated, its multidisciplinary terminology reflects the evolution of the Organization's programmes and activities.

The UNESCO Thesaurus contains 7,000 terms in English, 8,600 terms in French and 6,800 in Spanish, Czech translation does not exit. 

Good practices

The best practice could be a website of the Museum of Puppets in Chrudim. This site is available in 6 languages, although it does not provide sophisticated search facilities.
